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CONFIDENTIAL ACCRA 9440 
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SUBJ: GOG QUASHES SUITS AGAINST GOON SQUAD 

REF: ACCRA 7802 

1 . IN A DECEMBER 15 DECREE, GOG PREVENTED COURTS FROM HEARING 
SUITS BROUGHT BY GHANA BAR ASSOCIATION AGAINST THUGS WHO 
DISRUPTED THE OCTOBER 12 RALLY AGAINST UNION GOVERNMENT 
(REFTEL). AS REPORTED IN PRESS, UNION GOVERNMENT (CIVIL 
PROCEEDINGS) DECREE OF 1977 SAYS INTER ALIA THAT "NO COURT 
SHALL ENTERTAIN ANY CIVIL PROCEEDINGS OR ANY ACTION AGINST 
ANY PERSON IN ANY MANNER FOLLOWING OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
SYMPOSIUM, LECTURE OR RALLY HELD ON OCTOBER 12, 1977 AT 

THE ACCRA COMMUNITY CENTRE IN RELATION TO THE PROPOSAL OF UNION 

GOVERNMENT FOR GHANA OR ANY MATTER CONNECTED WITH 

IT." 

2. COMMENT: IN NOVEMBER THE GHANA BAR ASSOCIATION FILED 
FOR THREE WRITS OF SUMMONS SEEKING INJUNCTIONS AGAINST THE 
GHANA PEACE AND SOLIDARITY COUNCIL AND THE GA ADANGBE YOUTH 
ASSOCIATION. IN ONE OF THE WRITS, PLAINTIFFS SOUGHT AN 

ORDER TO RESTRAIN S.O. LAMPTEY (SPECIAL AIDE TO HEAD OF 
STATE ACHEAMPONG AND ACCRA REGIONAL CHAIRMAN, GHANA PEACE 
AND SOLIDARITY COUNCIL), MARY LARYEA (LEADER OF AN 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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INFLUENTIAL ASSOCIATION OF MARKET WOMEN) AND THREE MEN 
(PRESUMABLY MEMBERS OF THE GOON SQUAD) FROM INTIMIDATING, 
ASSAULTING OR INTERFERING WITH MEMBERS OF THE PROFESSIONAL 
BODIES ASSOCIATION (THE ANTI-UNION GOVERNMENT FORCES) 

EXERCISING THEIR FUNDAMENTAL CIVIL LIBERTIES. THE GOG 
DECISION TO QUASH THESE PROCEEDINGS SO BLATANTLY IS SURPRISING; 

WE FELT IT MORE LIKELY THAT COURT CASES WOULD BE DELAYED 
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AND STRUNG OUT INDEFINITELY, RATHER THAN HALTED BY FIAT. 

3. IT IS COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT THE LEFTIST GHANA PEACE 
AND SOLIDARITY COUNCIL WAS BEHIND THE OCTOBER 12 INCIDENT. 
THE COUNCIL HAS BEEN ONE OF ACHEAMPONG'S STRONGEST ALLIES 
IN PUSHING FOR UNION GOVERNMENT. LAMPTEY UNDOUBTEDLY 
EXCEEDED HIS INSTRUCTIONS IN BREAKING UP THE RALLY SO 
VIOLENTLY AND MAY HAVE BEEN PRIVATELY REPRIMANDED BY 
ACHEAMPONG AS A RESULT. IN ANY CASE, GOG CLEARLY BELIEVES 
DEFENDANTS WOULD NOT FARE WELL IN COURT AND HAS THUS MOVED 
TO NIP LEGAL PROCESS IN BUD. WE ASSUME THIS ACTION WILL 
FURTHER INFURIATE BAR ASSOCIATION, WHICH HAS LONG BEEN 
OPPOSED TO ACHEAMPONG'S RULE, BUT IT WILL PROBABLY BE 
POWERLESS TO RETALIATE. SMITH 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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